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Public Statement
Release of 9/11 Commission Report
The Hon. Thomas H. Kean and the Hon. Lee H. Hamilton
July 22, 2004

Good morning. Today, we present this Report and these recommendations to the
President of the United States, the United States Congress, and the American
people. This report represents the unanimous conclusion of the National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States.

On September 11, 2001, 19 men armed with knives, box-cutters, mace and pepper
spray penetrated the defenses of the most powerful nation in the world. They
inflicted unbearable trauma on our people, and turned the international order
upside down.

We ask each of you to remember how you felt that day—the grief, the enormous
sense of loss. We also came together that day as a nation—young and old, rich and
poor, Republicans and Democrats. We all had a deep sense of hurt. We also had a
deep sense of purpose. We knew what we had to do, as a nation, to respond. And we
did.

But on that September day we were unprepared. We did not grasp the magnitude
of a threat that had been gathering over time. As we detail in our report, this was a

failure of policy, management, capability, and — above all — a failure of imagination.
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